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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION OF BIOMASS RESEARCH PROGRAM 
IN THE SOUTHERN OCEAN 

REF: (A) STATE 200564, (B) STATE 200506 

1 . GON, LIKE OTHER ANTARCTIC TREATY PARTIES, RECEIVED AIDE- 
MEMOIRE ON SUBJECT MATTER FROM ARGENTINES. OFFICIAL GON 
POSITION IS THAT IT CANNOT EITHER ACCEPT OR REJECT PROPOSAL 
TO BE RAISED BEFORE UPCOMING LONDON SOC MEETING THAT SCAR 
UNDERTAKE INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION ASPECTS OF BIOMASS 
PROGRAM UNTIL SCAR ITSELF HAS TIME TO TAKE A POSITION ON THE 
ARGENTINE PROPOSAL. HOWEVER, IN ITS ORAL REPLY TO THE 
ARGENTINES, CONVEYED IN BOTH OSLO AND BUENOS AIRES, THE 
GON HAS LET IT BE KNOWN (USING GIST OF PARA 2) THAT IT 

DOES NOT SUPPORT THE ARGENTINE POSITION. 

2. OFFICIALS OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS POLAR OFFICE TOLD 

EMBOFF THAT NORWEGIANS BELIEVE ANTARCTIC TREATY PARTIES HAVE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO USE EXISTING INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS- 
LIKE IOC— WHEREVER POSSIBLE IN ACTIVITIES LIKE BIOMASS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PROGRAM. THE IOC HAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE APPARATUS TO DEAL 
WITH INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION, THE GON REALIZES, AND 
SCAR DOES NOT. FOREIGN OFFICE RAISED THE ARGENTINE 
PROPOSAL UNOFFICIALLY WITH NORWEGIAN OFFICIAL OF SCAR, AND 
THIS OFFICIAL SAID SCAR WOULD BE EXTREMELY HESITANT TO 
TAKE ON COORDINTATION ASPECTS OF BIOMASS PROGRAM. 
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3. THE NORWEGIAN DELEGATE TO THE UPCOMING LONDON SCAR 
MEETING HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE MFA TO COORDINATE 
CLOSELY WITH OTHER TREATY PARTIES TO WORK OUT A COMMON 
APPROACH TO THE ISSUE. 

LERNER 
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